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Our South Carolina Division 
Confederate Memorial Day 2025 

By SC Division Newsletter Editor Wes Reynolds 
 
 

On May 3, 2025, the South Carolina Divisions 
of Sons of Confederate Veterans, United 
Daughters of the Confederacy, and the Children of 
the Confederacy held a join Confederate 
Memorial Day Service and Women of the South 
Monument Dedication at Secession Hill in 
Abbeville, SC.  

This day certainly was the best Confederate 
Memorial Day service in my recent memory for a 
couple of reasons. 

It was the first time that the South Carolina 
Division SCV has ever held a Confederate 
Memorial Day service on a piece of property that 
we OWN!   Thanks to the generous donation of 
Mr. Robert Hayes of Olde Abbeville Camp 39, the 
South Carolina SCV now owns and manages the 
beautiful piece of property including four 
Confederate Monuments that have been erected 
on the site over the years. 

 
The attendance and response from our South 

Carolina Confederate community was 
outstanding with well over 300 people in 
attendance.  The weather cooperated with 
overcast skies most of the morning which worked 
in our favor to keep it from getting too hot and a 
cool breeze was enjoyed by most on this warm 

spring morning. The rain held off all morning 
until after the service was 
completed. 

UDC SC Division Vice-
President Jan Stewart led the 
service and welcomed all 
guests, and  SCV Division 
Chaplain Danny Blackwell 
gave the invocation. The 16th 
SC Honor Guard led by Color 
Sergeant Rossie Meadow 
posted the colors and pledges 
were given to the SC Flag, the 
Confederate Battle Flag and 
the Christian Flag.  SC SCV 
Chief of Staff Dean Stevens 
read the Charge to the 
Daughters and Sons of 
Confederate Veterans as 
given to us by Lt. Gen. 
Stephen D. Lee on April 25, 
1906.   

Greetings were given by 
UDC President General Julie 
Hardaway, ANV Commander 
Jamie Graham, UDC 
Recorder General of Miliary 
Service Awards Tammy 
Herron, CofC SC Division 
President Charlotte Chumley, 
SCV SC Division Commander 
Perry Smith, SC Division 
MOS&B Commander Jim 
Hopkins, and SC Palmetto 
Battalion Commander 
Colonel Leland Summers. 

SC Division Guardian 
Committee Chairman Archie 
Herring called forth and 
pinned Guardian Pins on five 
new SC Guardians of Confederate Soldiers graves 
in a ceremony in front of the new Women of the 
South Monument. 
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SC Division Confederate Memorial Day 2025 

The keynote speaker, 
author and historian Keith 
Jones was introduced by 
Vice-President Stewart.  
Mr. Jones gave a very 
poignant address about the 
character of the 
Confederate Soldier and 
how our boys had the 
opportunity to act badly in 
times of war but they 
without fail acted like true 
Southern gentlemen with 
kindness and grace and 
compassion even for the 
enemy in very difficult 
circumstances of war 
unlike the behavior of our 
Northern foe. 

After the address, 
wreaths and flowers were placed on the grave of 
the Unknown Confederate Soldiers by members 
of the UDC and Children of the Confederacy. A 
musical interlude and songs were provided by Mr. 
and Mrs. Barrow Wheary. 

   

A Military Rifle Salute provided by SC 
Palmetto Battalion and 2nd Regimental Rifles SC 
Volunteers. 

 

 
 

 SC Palmetto Battalion and 2nd Regimental Rifles SC Vols 

This was followed by a thunderous Military 
Cannon Salute by Santee Light Artillery, Hart’s 
Battery Light Artillery, and McQueen’s Light 
Artillery. They might have rattled a few 
windowpanes.  Let’s put it this way, after the 
cannon salute, the whole Town of Abbeville knew 
we were there! 

 
 

 

All the Artillery Crews at Abbeville CMD 
 

The UDC Recorder General of Miliary 
Service Awards Tammy Herron, who is also the 
previous UDC SC Division President when this 
monument was erected in 2023, gave a very 
emotional and heartfelt dedication address to the 
Woman of the South monument.  This monument 
is dedicated to all the Women of the South that 
kept the homes and farms going, raised the 
children and made the necessary sacrifices 
needed when their men went off to fight.  
 
 

 
  Mrs. Tammy Herron         Women of the South Monument 
 

Following the monument dedication, The 
"Stars of Dixie", a group that was made up of 
several Children of the Confederacy and their 
leaders sang at Amazing Grace.  Many members 
of the audience joined in. 
 

Author Keith Jones 
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Mr. Robert Hayes 
at his monument. 

SC SCV Division wants to thank 
the following for their help 
putting on this event: 
Mrs. Jan Stewart, Cmdr. Perry 
Smith, Danelle Smith, COS Dean 
Stevens, Ashley Stevens, Mr. 
Robert Hayes, Mrs. Julie 
Hardaway, Mrs. Tammy Herron, 
Chaplain Eloise Verdin,  Miss 
Charlotte Chumley, Chaplain 
Danny Blackwell, Mr. Keith 
Jones, Mr. & Mrs. Barrow 
Wheary, Mrs. Robin Mellard, The 
Chumley Family, Rob Astin, 
Kilton Bishop, Jamie Wentzky, 
Perry Sutherland, Stars of Dixie, 
16th SC Honor Guard, Palmetto 
Battalion, 2nd SC Infantry, Hart’s 
Battery, McQueen’s Light 
Artillery, Santee Light Artillery, 
Olde Abbeville Camp 39, Ellison 
Capers Camp 1212, and Palmetto 
Camp 22. 

One day, Robert Hayes 
will have his ashes interred 
on the Secession Hill site. 

 

 
 

The Stars of Dixie perform Amazing Grace 
 

The SC Division of UDC then presented 
Compatriot Robert Hayes with a very special 
award: The Jefferson Davis Gold Medal Award for 
his writing and portrayal of Confederate 
President Jefferson Davis for many years.  The 
award was presented by UDC SC Division 
Historian Mrs. Cindy Reynolds and UDC  
Recorder General of Miliary Service Awards Mrs. 
Tammy Herron. 

 

 
The service ended with closing comments 

by SC Division Commander Perry Smith inviting 
the guest to have refreshments of cookies and 
cake  after the service provided by his wife, 
Danelle and Mrs. Ashley Stevens. 

UDC Chaplain General Eloise Verdin gave 
the benediction followed by the retiring of the 
Colors by 16th SC Honor Guard. 

In my humble opinion, this day was absolutely 

GLORIOUS! 

 
 

 
Compatriot Robert Hayes receiving his UDC Award 

 

 
 
 
 

 
ABOVE: SC Division Newsletter Editor Wes Reynolds at 

Confederate Memorial Day Services on May 3, 2025 

SC Division Confederate Memorial Day 2025 

(L to R): Mrs. Cindy Reynolds, 
Mr. Robert Hayes, and  
Mrs. Tammy Herron. 
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Georgia Division SCV Commander Tim Pilgrim (left) 
presents the Georgia Division Service Award to SC 
Division SCV Commander Perry Smith (right) at the 
Georgia Division Reunion on June 7, 2025 in Perry, Ga.  

By Perry J. Smith III, South Carolina Division Commander Sons of Confederate Veterans 

Gentlemen and Friends of the SC Division, 
 

I cannot begin to express how proud I am 
to be a member of the South Carolina Division! 
Over the past several months I have had the honor 
of attending many of the Confederate Memorial 
Day services across the state in addition to 
receiving reports on the many that I could not 
attend. The men and the camps of this Division 
have really stepped up and gone above and 
beyond the call of duty this year in honoring our 
Confederate ancestors. On behalf of our 
ancestors, I wish to congratulate and thank you 
for all that you do. 

On the same note, if you were unable to 
attend the South Carolina UDC, SCV, & CofC 
Confederate Memorial Day Service on Secession 
Hill, you missed a truly historic event! Our 
organizations planned and hosted one of the best 
Confederate Memorial Day services that I have 
ever had the honor of attending. By now you know 
that we dedicated the Women of the South 
Monument which was designed and built by Mr. 
Robert Hayes. What a wonderful honor it was for 
all of us (300+) to have participated in this event! 
I can almost hear the stories being told to your 
grandchildren! 

I wish to take a moment and thank the 
Children of the Confederacy for inviting me to 
attend their Division Reunion in Laurens on May 
16th & 17th. I thoroughly enjoyed the reception 
held in Honor of President Charlotte Chumley at 
the Verdin residence. What a wonderful evening! 
It was also an honor for me not only to bring 
greetings but to assist the CofC during their 
business meeting by counting ballots on Saturday. 
I counted more ballots than Florida lost due to 
“hanging chads”. Please reach out and support the 
CofC in everything that they do! They ARE the 
future leaders of the SCV and UDC. 

Congratulations gentlemen, you are now 
the owners of just over an acre of land on the 
outskirts of Holly Hill, SC on Hwy. 176. Many of 
you are aware that the SC Division, under the 
leadership of Past Cmdr. Jamie Graham, erected 
a sign and flags on that site years ago. Since that 
time, the General Ellison Capers Camp 1212 from 
Moncks Corner or more specifically, Adjutant 
Gary Mellard, has maintained the property which 
continues to this day honoring our ancestors. 
Earlier this year, I sent a request via our ANV 
Commander and Counselor to Headquarters 
requesting that this piece of property be deeded to 
the South Carolina Division. After many months 
of work, and with the assistance of our Judge 

Advocate Robert Merting, I am happy to report 
that this piece of land is now in the sole possession 
of “The Secession Hill Memorial Trust” which is 
the Division’s 501(c)(3) under which all of our 
property will be owned. I have already had 
meetings with Chairman Long and Adjutant 
Mellard at the site planning on expanding its use 
in the near future.  

Thanks to Mr. Paul Tucker of the Palmetto 
Sharpshooters Camp 1428 for accepting the 
position of Deputy Adjutant for the SC Division. 
The Division Adjutant position is the most 
important one that we have, and Adjutant Blake 
Moore has done a great job at it. The addition of 
Deputy Adjutant Tucker will hopefully take some 
of the load off of Adjutant Moore as well as 
provide the Division with a backup plan in case 
Adjutant Moore retires or just gets fed up with the 
Division Commander! Please thank our new 
Deputy Adjutant as well as Adjutant Moore when 
you see them. 

The “dog days of summer” are quickly 
approaching so all of you that are cleaning 
cemeteries or various things outside, please 
remember to take it easy, hide in the shade, and 
drink lots of water. The miserable heat is not yet 
upon us, and I am already longing for the fall! Y’all 
take care. 
God Bless Dixie, 

 
Perry J. Smith III 
South Carolina Division Commander 2022-2026 
 

 
  

A Word from Our Division Commander 
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By Danny Blackwell, South Carolina Division Chaplain  

The Healing Power of Humor 

Have you ever had a bad day? One of those 
days when everything seems to go wrong. The 
kind of day that makes you say, “I just need to go 
back to bed and start over”. I suggest you inject a 
little humor. You might be surprised what 
happens. The Bible says, “a merry heart does good 
like a medicine”. Try telling a joke, watching a 
bloopers reel, or relating a funny story. You will 
find that humor has an uplifting effect. Humor 
has the ability to dispel the gloom of a bad day. It 
breaks through the clouds of despair and allows 
the golden beams of hope to shine through.  

 

 
 

Something about humor is contagious. Has 
anyone ever told you a funny story, or a good joke? 
What do you naturally do? If you are like most 
folks you will try to share it. You may tell it again 
in person putting your own spin on it, or you may 
post it to social media.  
Have you noticed that just the thought of your 
friends and family member hearing the joke, or 
story makes you want to smile? You will find 
yourself waiting for them to laugh out loud, or you 
looking forward to their reply on social media. 
Just the act makes the day seem better. 

Have you ever watched a baby laugh? It 
almost without fail will make you laugh right 
along with him. I have personally observed 
something as simple as a laughing baby turn an 
adult into a child at heart.  They will stand there 
and make funny faces, dangle keys, or play peek a 

boo with the child totally impervious to their own 
cares or turmoil. No matter what may be going on 
in this person’s life for those few moments he or 
she just feels better.  

You do not have to be a great comedian, or 
a professional joke teller to affect those around 
you. Often times just the things that happen in 
everyday life make the best humor. 

Have you ever tried to tell a joke and forgot 
the punch line? Did you notice people laughed 
anyway.  It is not your ability to deliver a punch 
line, or execute a perfect pit fall that makes most 
folks laugh or smile. I believe it is their inner 
desire to escape the 
daily stress of life even if 
only for a moment.   I 
have found that when I 
spend my time trying to 
spread a little cheer into 
a sometimes-chaotic 
world, I am the one that 
benefits.  Humor is like 
a garden. It must be 
cultivated. Plant the 
seeds of laughter, Water 
it with a smile, and with 
that effort you will like 
the farmer reap far 
more than you have 
sown.  
 

Psalms 19:14 DEO VINDICE 
 

SC Division Chaplain Danny Blackwell 

 
Calling All Chaplains! 

 

The South Carolina Division has launched a 
DIVISION PRAYER LIST. If you would like to 
receive notification about Prayer Requests, please 
send your email address/ contact information to 
me at: scdivchaplain@gmail.com. 
  

Chaplain’s Words of Encouragement 
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Lt. Commander’s Report 
 

Gentlemen, 
Hope y'all are well. We are still talking to 

and vetting new members. We hope that y'all are 
getting them in your camps. If I can help y'all  with 
recruiting, please let me know.  

We will be sending out a Legislative 
Committee report soon. We need to keep talking 
to our folks in Columbia 
and let them know we 
need our Heritage bill 
passed. 

The Heritage for 
Youth has sent nine 
campers and three 
counselors. We have a 
total of forty youth 
signed up for the Sam 
Davis Christian Youth 
Camp. I would like to 
thank all the camps that 
sent a camper this year. 
When you donate this 
year please remember 
the Heritage for Youth 
fund. We have used most of our funds, and we 
would like to continue sending youth to the Sam 
Davis Christian Youth Camp. 
 

It is an honor to serve as your Lt. Commander. 
 

Henry B. Richardson 
SC Division Lt. Commander and SC Division 
Heritage for Youth Chairman 
scdivltcommander@gmail.com 
 

 

New SC Division SCV 
Deputy Adjutant Appointed 
By SC Division Commander Perry Smith III 

 
 

For several years we have been looking for a 
qualified member to take on the role of Deputy 
Adjutant for our Division and at long last we have 
one. It has been a difficult search because this role 
is extremely important, and we needed the right 
man to fill it. I am pleased to announce the 
appointment of Mr. Paul Tucker of Palmetto 
Sharpshooters Camp 1428 to this position. His 
duties are to report to and assist in the support of 
Adjutant Blake Moore. The South Carolina 
Division wishes to thank Deputy Adjutant Tucker 
for accepting this very important role and will 
assist him in any way possible. 

 

2026 SC SCV Division Reunion 
By SC Division Convention Chairman Ron York 
 

The date has been set for the next South 
Carolina Division Reunion and Convention for 
March 20-21, 2026 in Florence, South Carolina. 
Our host hotel for the Friday night social and 
Saturday Convention is all in one location. The 
host hotel is: 

Staybridge Suites - Florence 
150 Westpark Drive 
Florence, South Carolina 29501 

Each reservation requires a one-night deposit at 
booking. This deposit can be refunded if the 
reservation is cancelled at least 3 days before the 
first night of the reservation. These rooms will be 
available until February 20, 2026, so please 
ensure you book as soon as possible to guarantee 
the discounted group rate. 
 

TYPE OR CLICK this link for complete information: 
 

https://scscv.com/2026-division-convention/ 
 

ONLINE OR MAIL-IN PAYMENT OPTIONS 
REGISTER NOW SO YOU DON’T FORGET! 

 

OR use printed form on last page of newsletter. 
Got Questions? Email – peedeerifles@gmail.com 
 

 
2026 Reunion Medal  

South Carolina Division News / Announcements 
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2025 National SCV Reunion 
Held in Houston, Texas 

 July 16-19, 2025 
 

There is still a little time left to register for the 
SCV National Reunion at the time of 
publication of this issue. Hosted by the Texas 
Division SCV, the Reunion will take place July 16 
- 19, 2025 and held at  the Houston Marriott 
South Hobby Airport Hotel, 9100 Gulf Fwy, 
Houston, TX 77017 

 /Secure your spot today! https://scv130.com ܜܛܚ 
 

 

Do you have a REAL 
Grandson in your Camp? 

If you do, you need to recognize them with REAL 
GRANDSON medal and certificate!  Please 
contact your Brigade Commander for more 
information.  The South Carolina Division SCV 
would love to have them recognized!  
 

 

How to Recruit New Members 
By SC Division Editor Wes Reynolds 

 

Because I live nearby our SC Division 
Commander Perry Smith, I am often asked to 
accompany him as he visits many different  SCV 
camps around our great Division to give 
presentations. 

One common theme I hear is “We are all 
getting OLDER so we need to bring in new 
members to carry on our important work given to 
us in our Charge to defend the good name of our 
Confederate Ancestors!  But HOW do we do this? 
We can’t afford to sit back and wait for new 
members to come to us. 

It seems so simple, that it is often 
overlooked:  You have to ASK.  Ask your friends. 
Ask your relatives. Ask your neighbors.  Ask your 
church friends. Ask your co-workers.  You need to 
invite people to attend your camp meetings so 
they can see for themselves what we are doing and 
get them interested in helping us.  Most people 
born in the South has at least one Confederate 
Ancestor so ask your Camp Commander or Camp 
genealogist for help with their family tree. Even if 
they don’t have Confederate Ancestors, they can 
still become an Associate Member of your camp.  
The most important thing is we get new people 
coming into our camps all the time! 

Email people a copy of this Palmetto 
Partisan Newsletter and a copy of your camp 
newsletter as well (if you have one.  Let me SEE 
what the SCV is all about, not what they have 
heard about us from others.  I challenge everyone 
to ask one person this month! 
 

 

South Carolina 
Guardian Program 

 

The Confederate soldier won the admiration of the world … 
 

There is no greater honor than becoming a Guardian 
of a Confederate Soldier’s final resting place. 
 

So, what is a Guardian? Any South 
Carolina Division camp member in good 
standing, who has demonstrated his willingness 
to serve in this special capacity, who is at least 
fourteen years of age, and has tended a 
Confederate soldier’s grave for two years prior, 
may become a FULL GUARDIAN.  

All South Carolina compatriots are 
encouraged to participate in this most worthwhile 
program to honor our ancestors and protect, care, 
and maintain their final resting places. 
 

An application fee of $10.00 is due along 
with the application to cover the cost of the 
GUARDIAN pin and certificate, which will be 
awarded upon successful completion of the period 
of candidacy. 
 

For a Guardian Application, go to: 
https://scscv.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SC-
Division-Guardian-Appilcation-2020.pdf 
 

For questions and more information, go to SC 
Division Website at www.scscv.com, or you can 
email the South Carolina Division Guardian 
Chairman Archie Herring 750ace@bellsouth.net 
or scdivguardian@gmail.com. 
  

South Carolina Division News / Announcements 
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or click this link:   
http://bit.ly/4nspOns 
 

SUBSCRIBE TO 

 Scan this QR Code with your phone   
 

SCV SC Division Legislation 
Committee Report 
on June 25, 2025 

 

Concerning Monument Protection Bill 
H.4260 in Judiciary Committee  

and S.508 in Finance Committee 
 

We would like to thank all the Compatriots, 
Camp Commanders, Brigade Commanders, and 
the Division Staff who stood up for our ancestors 
and participated in contacting State Senators and 
Representatives about supporting the Monument 
Protection Bill. 

The bill did not make it to the floor in this 
past session. Rep. Bill Taylor told us that 
unfortunately too many other critical bills had to 
be passed first. They didn’t want to try to rush it 
through the last week of the waning moments of 
the session and have some amendment sneak into 
the bill in a last rush to pass it. 

In many ways, however, this was the most 
successful session we have had since the initial 
Heritage Bill was passed. 

We have been assured that in the next 
session; the Bill will be one of the first things 
brought up in the Senate where it is expected to 
easily pass. Once the Senate passes it, the House 
will follow. 
In this past session: 

 For the first time in recent memory, the Speaker 
of the House asked us to meet with him. 

 The Chairman of the House Judiciary 
Committee,  W. Newton, co-sponsored the bill. 

 This is the first time that  29 Senators Co-
Sponsored the Bill. 

 This is the first time that  29  Representatives 
Co-Sponsored the Bill. 

 The President of the SC Senate Co-Sponsored 
the Bill. (Thomas Alexander) 

 The Majority Leader of the SC Senate Co-
Sponsored the Bill (Shane Massey) 

 24 is the Majority needed to pass a bill in the 
Senate. We already have 29 co-sponsors. So it 
just needs to get to the floor in next session and 
we have the vote! 

 

Continue to reach out to American Legion, 
UDC, DAR, SAR, and other veteran groups and 
obtain their  contact information so you can 
quickly reach out to them in the Fall to ask them 
to support this bill by having their members call 
their state legislators. 

Think out over the summer how you plan 
to have your camp conduct a letter and phone 
campaign in Dec-Jan to encourage your 
legislators to become co-sponsors once the next 
session starts. 

There is the possibility that Camps may 
have legislators in their area that have not been 
contacted because that Camp may have members 
who are not located in that specific legislator’s 
district. Commanders need to make sure that 
camp members contact all legislators in their 
area. You do not have to be in their district to 
encourage them to protect SC Veteran’s 
Monuments! 

We are very close to getting this over the 
goal line! Let’s plan a maximum effort this fall. 

Once again, we thank all the members who 
participated in this campaign.  Let’s make Dec- 
Jan our biggest push ever so we can get this bill 
over the goal line!  
 

Thanks again, 
SC Division Legislative Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Palmetto Partisan is a quarterly 
newsletter published by The South Carolina 
Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans and 
edited by Wes Reynolds of Secession Camp 4. All 
rights are reserved. Please direct all submissions, 
comments, omissions, and corrections to 
SCDivEditor@gmail.com. To sign up for a free, 
email-only  subscription, please visit our website 
at www.scscv.com and click on “Join Our List” at 
the top of the page.  

 

No corrections were submitted to the editor for 
the 2nd Quarter 2025 issue of the Palmetto 
Partisan, Vol. XXV, ISSUE II. 

 

If you have any upcoming camp events, 
dedications, memorials, ceremonies, fundraisers, 
or camp achievements you would like to 
announce or promote to members of the SC 
Division, please email to me at the following 
address: SCDivEditor@gmail.com and include 
pictures, date & time, location, address, ticket 
price and an email contact info to include with 
your article.  
 

Deadline for Submission for Fourth Quarter 
issue is Sept. 15, 2025 to be published on or 
around Oct. 1, 2025. 
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Children of the Confederacy Report 

ort

Outgoing SC Division CofC President Charlotte Chumley (left) 
and SC Division CofC President -Elect Tristan Furr (right) 

The South Carolina Division of the 
Children of the Confederacy held their annual SC 
Division Convention on May 16 and 17 in 
Laurens, SC.  South Carolina SCV Division 
Commander Perry Smith was invited to attend 
and gave greetings on behalf of the SC Division. 

The Sons of Confederate Veterans wish to 
congratulate President Elect Tristan Furr on his 
recent election as the next President of the South 
Carolina Division of the Children of the 
Confederacy and dedication to our Confederate 
ancestors. We look forward to meeting you and 
supporting your administration during your 
tenure.  
 

 
  

 
 

 
We would also like to thank 
President Charlotte Chumley 
for her dedication over the 
past year as SC Division CofC 
President and the Chaplain 
General of the CofC. It has 
been a pleasure working with 
you, and if we can assist you 
as you continue in your new 
position, please don’t hesitate 
to contact us.  
 
LEFT: Outgoing President 
Charlotte Chumley pins  the SC 
Division Cof C President pin on 
Tristan Furr. 

 
 Four General Officers & newly elected SC Division Officers 

 
Attention All SCV Members 

 

Do you have a child or grandchild or great-
grandchild under age 18? If so, they are eligible to 
join the Children of the Confederacy with the 
ancestry information you already have! 

The Children of the Confederacy is for 
children birth to 18 years of age who have 
Confederate lineage. There are many wonderful 
CofC Chapters around the state of South Carolina. 
They meet from September through May of each 
year. These Chapters do benevolent projects and 
teach the true history of the South through 
activities that interest children. 

The Children of the Confederacy is an 
auxiliary of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy consisting of young people who are 
descendants of men or women who honorably 
served the Confederate States of America in the 
Army, Navy or Civil capacity or gave Material Aid 
to the Cause.  Their goals are: 

 To honor and perpetuate the memory and deeds 
of high principles of the men and women of the 
Confederacy. 

 To observe properly all Confederate Memorial 
Days. 

 To strengthen the ties of friendship among 
members of the Organization. 

 To serve society through civic affairs and to 
perpetuate National patriotism as our ancestors 
once defended their beliefs. 

 

They are accepting applications for new 
members at this time.  Please click to type this link 
to download an application form: 
 

CofC Application:  www.bit.ly/45ZHdgT 
 

If you have any questions about the CofC or the 
application,  please contact Ms. Darlene Dowdy at   
irishgrey1964@gmail.com or visit the website: 
 

 

https://hqudc.org/children-of-the-confederacy/ 
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Upcoming Events in the SC Division !! 
 VIRGINA FLAGGERS IN SC 

 

When:    Thursday  Aug. 21, 2025  7 pm 
Where:  Pineland Place, Moncks Corner, SC 
 
ELLISON CAPERS CAMP 1212 has Virgina 
Flaggers founder Susan Lee coming to their camp 
to speak at their Thursday, August 21st camp 
meeting in Moncks Corner, SC. ALL are  welcome 
to attend.  If you have never seen Susan Lee speak, 
please come out to see her inspirational message! 
 

Those interested in attending must contact 
Commander David West at dewestjr@yahoo.com 
or 843-860-4098.  Please RSVP no later than 
the 11th of August if you plan to attend. 
There is no cost to attend.  There will be supper 
available from 6 to 7 pm for a $15 donation.  
 

Submitted by Camp 1212 Commander David West 
 

 
 

Susan Lee of Virginia Flaggers 
 

 
21st ANNUAL CONFEDERATE 

HERITAGE RIDE 2025 
 

When:    Saturday Sept 27, 2025  9 am- 4 pm 
Where:  Lowcountry Harley-Davidson 

4707 Dorchester Rd, N. Charleston, SC 29405 
 

SECESSION CAMP 4 in Charleston will host 
their 21st Annual Confederate Heritage Ride on 
September 27, 2025.  This annual motorcycle ride 
features stops at three Confederate sites around 
the Lowcountry of SC followed by a BBQ 
afterparty. You must register to attend. FREE 
HERITAGE RIDE T-SHIRTS if you pre-register 
before Sept. 20th. 
 

For more details and forms or to register online: 
https://scv4.org/events/confederate-heritage-ride-2025/ 
 

No Motorcycle? No problem! Cars are now 
allowed if you pre-register. You do not want to 
miss this fun and informative event! 
 

QUESTIONS? Email info@heritageride.org or 
call 843-330-7421.  

SCV SUMMER BBQ 
 
 

When:    Saturday Aug. 23, 2025  10 am- 5 pm 
Where:  Cheraw State Park – House on the Hill 
    100 State Park Rd. 
    Cheraw, SC 29520 
    (Free Park admission to State Park) 
 
 

 
 

110th Anniversary of Barbecue held by SC 
Division Commander William Duke Craig for 
the 52 Confederate Veterans living in 1915! 

 
Hosted by: First in Secession Camp 1963  

House on the Hill is an indoor facility with 
its own restrooms. Fun for the entire family at this 
wonderful park! A beautiful lake for swimming 
with a white, sandy beach area. Canoe & kayak 
rentals are also available. 

Lots of people bring their picnic baskets 
and blankets and may set up under one of the 
many shade trees.  There are also many picnic 
tables available.  
 

Tickets are $20 for BBQ Pork or Chicken, Beans & 
Cole Slaw.  Please also bring a side dish for a 
potluck dinner. Dinner will be served at noon.  
 

PLEASE RSVP by July 31 
Send your name, camp number, and number of 
tickets you need.  
 

    Mail Payments to:  
    First in Secession #1963  
    PO Box  128  
    Chesterfield, SC 29709 

 

Email:     firstinsecession@gmail.com  
Phone:    843-622-8180  OR  843-287-7399 

    Texts are OK. 
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Col. E.T. Stackhouse Camp 1576 in Latta, SC 
reported that camp members placed flags on the 
graves of Confederate Soldiers at  Reedy Creek 
Cemetery in Rains, SC on February 28, 2025. 

 

(L to R): Daryl Hardwick & Micheal Stackhouse 
 

From The Stackhouse Report Newsletter, March 2025  

 
 
Thomas Bethea, friend of the SCV &  Col. E.T. 
Stackhouse Camp 1576 received the 
Outstanding Southern Citizens Award (for Non-
SCV Member) from SC Div. Cmdr. Perry Smith at 
the SC Division Reunion on March 22, 2022. 
 

 
 

Submitted by Camp 1576 Cmdr. Brooks Harrelson 

The Third Brigade compatriots and families 
posed for a group photo after the Awards 
Presentation at the 2025 South Carolina Division 
Reunion on March 22, 2025.  The Captain Moses 
Wood Camp 125 and the States Rights Gist Camp 
1451 each received the Robert E. Lee Outstanding 
Camp Award for their level at the Division 
Reunion. 

 
 

Submitted by Camp 125 Adjutant Robert Little 
 
 

 
 
H.L. Hunley Camp 143 in Summerville, SC 
held a Car-Show fundraiser at the Masonic Lodge 
on April 12, 2025 in Summerville, SC. 
 

 
 

 
 

Submitted by Camp 143  Commander Joe Roy. 

Camp Events & Happenings Around the South Carolina Division 
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(L to R) Ray Plyler, Pattie (Ray’s daughter), George 
Plyler, Stephen Plyler, Roger Plyler, and Mike Plyler. Submitted by Camp 1269 Cmdr. Steven Earnhardt 

H.L. Hunley Camp 143 in Summerville, SC 
Camp members CJ Clark, Timothy Hilton, Arnold 
Huskins and Joe Roy cleaned a very overgrown 
Canady Cemetery in Grover, SC on April 26, 2025.  
Great work, men! 

 
 

 

 
Fort Sumter Camp 1269 in Charleston, SC 
gathered at the Defenders of Charleston 
Monument on May 9, 2025 to honor their 
Confederate Soldier Ancestors.  Following a 
reading of the names of the men having been 
promoted to Glory during the past year, each man 
spoke the Name, Rank and Unit of one of their 
Confederate ancestors, after which a rousing 
stanza of Dixie was raised to the Heavens.   
 

 

16th SC Regiment Camp 36 in Greenville met 
on May 28 at Springwood Cemetery in downtown 
Greenville to place flags on all the Confederate 
soldier’s graves for Confederate Memorial Day. 

 
 

 

 
First In Secession Camp 1963 in 
Chesterfield, SC placed a new VA headstone for 
Ray Plyler’s 3rd Great-Grandfather, Pleasant 
Peter Key on May 10, 2025.  The old headstone 
says “Sacred to the Memory of Pleasant Key who 
Departed this Life July 24, 1882, Age 60 Years. 
Mark the Perfect Man and Behold the Upright for 
the End of that Man is Peace.” The new marker 
says, “Pvt. Pleasant Key, Co. K, 6th SC Cavalry, 
CSA 1822 – 1882”. 
 

 
 

Submitted by Nineth Brigade Cmdr. Arnold Huskins 
 
 

 

Greenville Camp 36 members at Springwood Cemetery 
(L to R): Melvin Alexander, Floyd Goodwin, Mark Poag, 
Nelson Bishop, Tom Brooks, Rob Astin, David Bailey, 
Shane Anderson, Matthew Horne, and Barry Monroe.  
Photo taken by Rossie Meadows.  

Camp Events & Happenings Around the South Carolina Division 
 

 BEFORE 

AFTER 
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ABOVE (Left to Right): Commander Perry Sutherland,  Color 
Sgt. Jamey Wentzky, Sam McGee, and Lt. Commander Jack 
Bolt.  Submitted by Camp 1458 Cmdr. Perry Sutherland 

Photo Submitted by Camp 125 Adjutant Robert Little. 

Gen. P.G.T. Beauregard Camp 1458 in the 
Independent Republic of Sumter held a modest 
but solemn Confederate Memorial Day Service on 
Saturday, May 17 at the Confederate Monument 
located inside Sumter Cemetery in Sumter, SC. 

 
 

 

 
 

Gen. States Rights Gist Camp 1451 in West 
Springs, SC at their Confederate Memorial Day 
Service in Jonesville, SC on Sunday May 4, 2025. 
 

 

H.L. Hunley Camp 143 in Summerville, SC. 
On 31 May 2025, Charles Kizer hosted the annual 
Black Powder Shoot at Kizer farms.  Tim Hilton 
demonstrated the shooting of the black powder 
musket.  Additionally, a pistol range was set up for 
those who wanted to enhance their small arms 
marksmanship skills. 

 
Palmetto Sharpshooters Camp 1428 in 
Anderson, SC at the Confederate Monument at 
Old Stone Church in Clemson, SC on May 10. This 
was the second Confederate Memorial Day 
Service the camp members did this day. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

(L to R): John Martin, 1st Lt. Cmdr.  AJ Jackson, Adj.  Hal 
Gonzales, Color Sgt. Bryan Padgett, Cmdr. Steven 
Schumpert, Chaplain Stan Rawls, and 2nd Lt. Cmdr. David 
MacDougall 
 

Summitted by Camp 1458 Cmdr. Steven Schumpert 

Tim Hilton (Left) watches as C.J. Clark (Right) lines up his shot. 
 

Summitted by Camp 143 Cmdr. Joy Roy 

Camp Events & Happenings Around the South Carolina Division 
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ABOVE: Swearing in of new 
Compatriot Liam Jordan 
Dill, age 13, by Moses Wood 
Camp Commander Jordan 
Dill,   his grandfather, at the 
Confederate Memorial Day 
Service. 

ABOVE: Adjutant Robert 
Little reading Names of 
Confederate Dead in 
Oakland Cemetery, along 
with Patrick Phillips,      
Communications Officer 
ringing the Bell as each 
name is read. 

Brig. General Barnard E. Bee Camp 1575 in 
Aiken, SC hosted a very special  grave dedication 
ceremony on Saturday, May 31, 2025 at W.W. 
Williams cemetery in Aiken, SC.  The ceremony 
was conducted by the Townes Family who are 
direct descendants of the Williams Family and are 
curators of the cemetery. 

After 160 years, an ‘unknown’ Civil War 
soldier who was killed in the Battle of Aiken, has 
been identified and will get a Veteran’s 
Administration grave marker. After years of 
research, the McMahan family’s leading 
genealogist finally identified the soldier with his 
full name and rank. General Wheeler’s own 

documents in 
Tennessee specifically 
identified him as a 
member of the 2nd 
Tennessee Cavalry 
and gives his full name 
and place of death.  
 
1ST LT 
JOHN T McMAHAN 
2ND TN CAV 
CSA 
KIA AIKEN 
FEB 11 1865 
 

 

 

Captain Moses Woods Camp 125 in Gaffney, 
SC held their annual Confederate Memorial Day 
at Oakland Cemetery in Gaffney, SC on Saturday, 
May 10, 2025. 
 

 

The camp had great turnout for this event! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Moses-Woods Camp 125 Confederate Memorial 
Day in Oakland Cemetery in Gaffney, SC. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
  

ABOVE: 16th Regiment Honor Guard at Lt. John 
McMahan grave dedication in Aiken on May 31, 2025. 

Above: Members of Moses Woods Camp 125 at the 
gravesite of Captain Moses Woods. Photo submitted by 
Adjutant Robert Little. 

Above: Some States Rights Gist Camp 1451 members and 
friends attended the Moses-Woods Camp 125 Confederate 
Memorial Day Service at Oakland Cemetery on May 10th. 

Camp Events & Happenings Around the South Carolina Division 
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ABOVE: Camp 45 member 
Luther Lyle recounts the 
tradition of the laying of the 
roses by women and 
children at the monument. 

Colonel Joseph Norton Camp 45 in Seneca, 
SC hosted a Confederate Memorial Day ceremony 
in Walhalla, SC on May 10th.  Accompanying the 
traditional rose laying ceremony were the 2nd 
Regiment of Rifles (South Carolina Volunteers) 
and members of the UDC.   
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Palmetto Sharp Shooters Camp 1428 in 
Anderson, SC and Jefferson Davis Camp 7  in 
Easley, SC also attended the Confederate 
Memorial Day Service at the Confederate 
Monuments in Walhalla, SC on May 10th.  
 

 
Picture submitted By Camp 1428 Cmdr. Perry Sutherland 

 
 
Secession Camp 4 in Charleston, SC held their 
annual Confederate Memorial Day Service on 
May 10, 2024 at Soldiers Ground of Magnolia 
Cemetery Trust in Charleston, SC. About 100 
people attended this event including reenactors, 
UDC, OCR, family and friends of the SCV.  
 

A tent is set up a Soldiers Ground. 
 

SC 10th Infanty provides the rifle salute.  

ABOVE: SC Div. Lt. Cmdr.  
and Camp 45 member 
Henry Richardson explains 
the importance of honoring 
our Confederate ancestors. 

ABOVE: Proud wife and daughter of SCV members, Anna 
Smith enjoys the honored event behind the flag-draped 
memorial stone. 
 

Article Submitted by Camp 45 Member Rick Smith 

ABOVE: 8th Brigade 
Commander Chris 
Sweatman delivers the 
memorial address. 

Camp Events & Happenings Around the South Carolina Division 
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ABOVE: Rifle salute provided by Seventh Brigade Honor Guard. 
 

Article Submitted by Palmetto Partisan Editor Wes Reynolds 

From Gist Gazette Newsletter, April 2025 
 

 

Pee Dee Rifles Camp 1419 in Florence, SC 
held their annual Confederate Memorial Day 
Service at Mount Hope Cemetery in Florence, SC  
on  Saturday, May 10, 2025. Music was provided 
by Carolina Crossroads Bluegrass Band. The guest 
speaker was UDC Archivist Theresa Roane who 
gave a very inspiraional address. Infantry salute 
by the 7th Brigade Honor Guard and Artillery 
salute by Waccamaw Light Artillery were given at 
the end of the service. Well over 100 people attend 
this event! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lt. General Richard H. Anderson Camp 47 
in Beaufort, SC held their annual Confederate 
Memorial Day Sevices at the Confederate Section 
of  Beaufort National Cemetery in Beaufort, SC on 
May 10, 2025. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

General States Rights Gist Camp 1451 in 
West Springs, SC.  Compatriot Marty Farwell was 
presented the Chaplain Officer's Medal for his 
term of service and the Past Commander Medal to 
mark Marty's recent terms of service as Camp 
Commander. Marty currently holds three titles: 
3rd Brigade Commander, Camp Chaplain, and 
Camp Past Commander. 

 
 

ABOVE: Mount Hope Cemetery in Florence, SC 

ABOVE: Ladies of the UDC (L to R): Mary Ann Serridge, 
UDC SC Division Historian Cindy Reynolds, UDC Archivist 
& Keynote Speaker Tereasa Roane, and Benita Kinlaw. 

ABOVE: SC Division Commander Perry Smith gave 
the keynote speech for the Memorial Day Service. 

Camp Events & Happenings Around the South Carolina Division 
 

















mailto:peedeerifles@gmail.com

